
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here are seven simple suggestions about how to handle your doubt. 
1. Admit your doubts and ask for help. 

 
 
New Creation  
Community Church 
3005 Emig Mill Road 
Dover, PA  17315 
717-764-0252 
newcreation25@comcast.net 
www.newcreationforyou.com 

Kurt Herzberg, Pastor  
 
Worship Hours:  

-Traditional Sunday, 8am 
-Contemporary 10:30am  
 
Church Office Hours: by 
Appointment 

************************ 

Mission:  Making disciples 
 of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
Vision: To be a memorial to 
 the community that God is 
mighty. 
Strategy:  Promoting 
“Community Groups” that  
are “Connecting Church to 
Home.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TACKLING YOUR DOUBT 
Pastor Kurt Herzberg 
 
We recently considered “Doubting Thomas” as the subject of the April 24 sermon.  
For all of you who told me “Pastor, you were speaking right to me!’… you and 
everyone else!  You were not alone!  As I said, doubt nags us all, makes us 
question our faith, our eternity, and our self-worth.  This uncertainty makes us a 
little uneasy and fearful if we’re good with God?!  Because many requested it, I’m 
providing this outline to remind and encourage you that in your doubt, you are just 
like everyone else.  And doubt is ok.  Just keep seeking Jesus. 
  
Doubts come in three areas: 
First is Intellectual doubt. (everyone, believers and non) 

• Is there a God? 
• Did Jesus really rise from the dead? 
• Can I trust the Bible? 

Then, Spiritual doubts.  (believers) 
• Am I really a Christian? 
• Do I truly believe? 
• Am I good enough to go to heaven? 

Circumstantial doubts.  (everyday doubts that arise in life and make us question 
faith) 

• Why did my child die? 
• Why did my marriage break up? 
• Why did my friend betray me? 

  
In light of this, let’s consider our own doubts.   
 
1) First of all, everyone has doubts at some time.  You are not alone.   
2) Many people think doubt is the opposite of faith, but it isn’t. Unbelief is the opposite 

of faith. Unbelief refers to a willful refusal to believe, while doubt refers to inner 
uncertainty.  We believe, we’re just uncertain.   

3) Doubt itself is not sinful or wrong.  God doesn’t condemn us when we question him. 
God is big enough to handle all our doubts and all our questions. 

4) Many people think struggling with God means we lack faith, but that’s not true. 
Struggling with God is a sure sign that we truly have faith. If we never struggle, it’s 
because we never cared about faith. Doubts are often the catalyst to new spiritual 
growth as we reconcile our doubt with our faith.   

5)  Do you realize that faith requires doubt in order to be faith?  If you ever arrive at a    
      point in your life when you don’t have doubts, congratulations, you made it to  
      heaven!  
Here are seven simple suggestions about how to handle your doubt. 

1. Admit your doubts and ask for help. 
2.    Recognize that faith is a choice, not a feeling. 
3.    Don’t be Afraid to “Borrow” some faith. 
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4.  Act on Your Faith, Not Your Doubts.  Take a deep breath, decide to trust God, and act in faith, not doubt. 
5.  Doubt Your Doubts, Not Your Faith.  Don’t campout in doubt and darkness.  Keep walking toward Jesus! 
6.  Keep Going Back to What You Know to Be True.  Remember the good God did in the past and apply it   
      to today. 
7.  Understand That There are Some Things You Will Never Understand This Side of Heaven.  But, God will give you  
     everything you need to know!  He’s got this! 

 
Psalm 46:10 (NIV) says…. 'Be still, and know that I am God.'  Stop trying so hard, and simply know that He is God 

in His power, goodness, love, and perfection.  Acknowledging this takes away doubt and allows us to trust Him and 
surrender to His plan.  Let His love and power work with your doubt. 
 
BEING THE CHURCH 
 
What does it mean to be the church?  So many things!  It’s so easy to be critical, wondering if the church is making a difference, 
pessimistic about its existence, and wondering if it really matters we’re here.  Then you hear testimony which is powerful and 
encouraging, and allows us to know that when we’re unsure if we are really being the church, we sometimes get it right, and we are 
indeed the church of Jesus. With permission, I have printed the following message that came to me, Pastor Kurt.  I thank Lou for 
letting me share it with its intended recipients… you the New Creation Community Church:  
 

I hope this email finds you well.   I do hope you and your family had a very wonderful Easter. 
Below is a thank you letter I wrote to the church.  You can do with it what you wish.  God put it on my heart, and I have learned the 
hard way, when God says do something its best to just do it.  
 
To All at New Creation Community Church: 
  

My name is Lou Stevens.  My husband, Danny and I recently joined the 
church.  Becoming a member was easy for my husband.  He said he knew after the first 
Sunday God was calling us to New Creation.  For me, it was not so easy.   At our 
previous church I was betrayed and my heart was broken into pieces.  The pain was still 
fresh, and healing was still taking place. I prayed to God about finding a new church.  I 
even dared to give God a check list of what I wanted… authentic Christians, genuine 
people, biblically sound, small, a pastor who is approachable and won't shy away when I 
ask questions, a place to be held accountable and challenged while at the same time feel 
supported, welcomed and loved.   One by one, God showed me New Creation had 
checked off everything on my list. Yet I was still holding back.   

 
I was so afraid to let my guard down and allow myself to feel "at home".  But still I joined Bible studies.  I met some 

amazing women in the process. As I felt my wall coming down, I got scared.  I heard that voice in my head saying "you have been 
here before and you were wrong.  You ended up hurt and broken."   So, I began to pull away, attending service less, stopped going 
to the Tuesday night study.  I didn't want to get involved in any way.   

 
At this point, God stepped in.  I guess He said enough is enough!  Through various people, my husband included, God 

began to work in my heart.  He reminded me of how Pastor Kurt spent hours on the phone with me helping me with my struggle. 
How Jan Hufnagel offered to pick me up - even though I was 30 minutes out of her way - and take me to Bible study. How Snooks 
invited me over and teach me how to make pasta, as well as Sue Heindel who was so kind to welcome me into her home so I can 
learn how to make snickerdoodles - my favorite!  The kindness of Walt, Ada, and their daughter Kathleen.  The friendship of Emily 
Burris as well as the other ladies in the Tuesday morning Bible study. I cannot forget Shawn Kanode who kept at me about 
checking out New Creation.  There are many others who have shown love and kindness in various ways. I wish I could remember 
names of them all.   

 
I just want to say thank you to everyone. Even if I have never met you …yet, you are still part of New Creation and you 

make New Creation what it is…  a church filled with people who love as God loves, a church filled with people who are authentic, 
genuine, and supportive. I am so blessed to be a part of this congregation.    

 
Again, thank you, 
 
 Lou Stevens. 
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HELPING HANDS 
 

Activities for our official 2nd year of Helping Hands are about to begin.  Our 
next work day will be June 11.  We meet at church for breakfast and a short 
devotional, then head out in teams to the worksites.  Will you consider joining 
us in helping those in the community who need our assistance?   You don’t 
need any special skills, just a servant’s heart.  

We also need your help gaining new clients.  If you know of anyone who needs help, please take a form and 
have them fill it out and return it to Chip Foeks.  In addition, we are trying to put together a site surveying 
team.  This team would look at possible site and determine if we can help.  They would also need to seek 
new clients through local organizations such as New Hope and Local Senior Centers.  Please see Chip Foeks 
if you are interested in helping with sites. 
 
YARDSALE:  We are having our Community Yard 
Sale on May 28, 2022, 8am-2pm.  Let Chip or Cheryl 
Foeks know if you have any items to donate for the church 
stand, would like to rent your own space at $15/space, or 
help with the food stand or other set-up and tear-down.  
Help is greatly needed.  Thank you. 
 
CHICKEN BBQ REVIEW 
Thanks to all who ordered dinners, and to the small crew that worked hard and well together allowing things 
to run so smoothly!  We had 47 volunteer hours, and donations of deserts, coolers, and a BBQ pit. It was a 
great time of fellowship working together.  Many started at 6am and we ended about 3pm.  We anticipated 
selling 320 meals and netting $1600, but fell short with 33 unsold meals and earning $1370 for missions.  
Again, we thank God for His guiding hand and your participation.  Please consider how you can help 
promote and support future fund raisers necessary to support the church financially.  Thank you!   
 
 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 20793 SUPPORTS NCCC! 

Our church has supported many community groups over the years, but do you know how often they support 
us?  Girl Scout Troop 20793 has been meeting here for several years and they appreciate the use of our 
building.  But they have often given back or partnered with our ministries!  They most recently did weeding 
and planting in the flower beds.  They’ve potted flowers for our Mother’s Day service, participated in our 
youth carwash, as well has volunteered at other events.  We thank troop leader Stefanie Lam for her desire 
to work hand in hand with our ministry! 
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GivePlus+ Mobile Ended April 30  
 As of April 30, the GivePlus+ Mobile app has closed. We  
offer this reminder to download the new Vanco Mobile app  
to replace it.  It can be found on the Apple App Store or  
Google Play Store.  Members who have the old app on 
 their phones will receive the following message when 
 they open the old app, "Unable to load church details. 
 Please try again.” This indicates you need to get the new 
 app.  Any existing scheduled recurring gifts set up within 
 GivePlus+ Mobile prior to April 30, 2022 will process as  
planned. But, please check to see that it’s working.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Youth Group – Meeting every other Sunday, 
1pm, May 8 & 22. 
 
Men’s Accountability Group - Meets 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Sister-to-Sister – A community of women 
providing mutual prayer, encouragement, 
support, and acts of kindness among sisters in 
Christ.  Contact Lou Stevens at 717-332-
1736. 
 
Griefshare – Ministry to grieving persons is 
a real need. Meets Thursdays at 3:30pm at 
the church.  See Jan Hufnagel or Pastor Kurt 
with questions.  For extensive information, 
go to https://www.griefshare.org 
 
In-Home Study:  Beginning February at the 
home of Em Burris, 8am, two Tuesday’s a 
month.  Studying 1 & 2 Peter. 
 
Yinger’s Pathfinders - led by Jeff Merkert, 
jmerkertl@comcast.net  are an adult class. 
Currently studying the book “The Thirty 
Minute Bible”. They meet in the room by the 
rear entrance on Sunday Mornings at 9:15 
a.m. 
 
Chronic Pain and Illness Group -Meets on 
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.   
 
Womens’ Book Study – Begins May 23 thru 
mid-July, every other Monday 9am 
 
Men’s 33 Bible Study - Meets first Friday of 
the month.  See Shawn Kanode for details. 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Meets every 
Wednesday at 10 am in the Soul Talk Room.  
Please talk to Barb Gowland if you would 
enjoy this time of fellowship. 
 
New Testament Study – Our group meets to 
read and discuss scripture every Tuesday @ 
6:30pm.  Just bring your bible as we work 
thru the Gospel of John. 
 
 

       
 
 MAY 
 

4   Walt Durgin 
13 Jeff Merkert 
15 Tracey Stoppard 
19 Jo Anne Ramsburg 
20 Bob Burris 
22 Travis Kroft 
 

 
 

  5   Chip & Cheryl Foeks 
           28  Jared & Laura Harper 

      
  

  
 
 
 



   

 

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY:  A new study for women will begin meeting every other Monday at 9am 
beginning May 23 continuing through mid-July.  The new book will be “Calm My Anxious Heart”.  All 
women interested are invited to join us as we turn to the Lord for help.  Call Jan Hufnagle for help getting 
the book and more information. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DAYCARE:  Saturday, May 14, Sherry is requesting some 
helping hands to set up a new activity center in the church.  We will sort books, run things to and from the 
attic, help sort and arrange toys, and help put up decorative items as well as safety items. Miss Sherry will be 
there from about 9am-12 pm or until completion (Whichever comes first). 

Also, she is looking for part-time employees 7am-noon, or 3-6pm.  Someone with a disability could 
be a candidate for this position, or someone needing supplemental income. Contact Mis Sherry at NCS for 
information for either item. 
 

NEW CREATION STATION DAYCARE UPDATE 
Greeting, New Creation Community Church.  I would like to thank all of those who have 

volunteered, prayed, and offered your support of New Creation Station Daycare Center.  As with any 
ministry during these times, there have been ups and downs with staffing and enrollees.  The center 
continues to be blessed with a core of staff and parents that believe in the mission of NCS and find personal 
value in its operation.  As we are vetted by the state for permanent licensure, state regulators have been 
working hand-in-hand with NCS ensuring we are up-to-date and compliant.  Most importantly, Christ’s 
message is being presented in an age-appropriate manner to the children.  Of great importance is the 
participation of the staff as employees, but also attending Sunday services and being involved with other 
ministries of the church.  They have also volunteered over 100 hours of time, along with their families, to 
make sure we are a success not only in daycare, but other ministries of the church.  Please be sure to greet 
and edify them if you see them on Sunday.  Their work greatly affects the next generation of citizens, 
leaders, and most importantly, Christians.   

David Nero 
  Board Chairperson of NCS 
 
BISHOP BANGURA UMC, SIERRA LEONE 
 

Recently, I was given the opportunity to write a letter, to 
be hand delivered, to the pastor/church we support in Sierra 
Leone.  They were very gracious to send this video response. 
This is Rev. Sahr Komba Karku, their pastor.   Please pray for 
him, his pay and provision as a faithful pastor.   The Sierra 
Leone Initiative, of which we have pledged to support, provides 
$100/month to pay the pastor because the small or fledgling 
churches are unable to support a full-time pastor for various 
reasons.   $100 is not much! Beyond that ongoing gift, we have 
supplied construction money and persons in the past to help 
provide a very nice church for them, a church well used and 
appreciated!  They are full of the Spirit!  They pray for us 
regularly.  We will try to post the video on Facebook or Slack.  
We also have some other videos of an ecumenical Palm Sunday 
parade thru the village ending up at our church.  God’s blessing 
be upon them and us! 

 
 
 

 



   

 

FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY HAPPENINGS 
 

Happy May to you all!   I hope you had a fantastic 
easter and Holy Week!  Not only is it a busy time on the 
church season, but for our youth group. 

Many of the confirmation were in attendance in 
order to write reflections on Holy Week services.  Then 
several youth helped with the church craft show.   The 
following week was our first community Easter egg hunt in 
many years.  We had many youth help serve the 
community that day, several of them new!  We had 75+ 
Parents and kids coming through our building that day. 
Kids received candy, a free gift, and chance to win many 
others such as basketballs and Christian themed Eater 
baskets.  We appreciate all who helped that day!   

 
Two weeks later it was time for the 30-Hour Famine event.  It was a great two days that allowed the youth to 

get to know each other through times of fun activities and important service opportunities, as well as the common 
experience of fasting for 30 hours!   Friday began the fast and an evening of games and building rapport with each 
other since we had new people joining.  Saturday morning our group of nine persons stocked food shelves and made 
hundreds of treat bags for Life Path Ministries clients who are mostly the homeless in York city.   We were also given a 
tour, cleaned up, and headed to downtown York to volunteer for York Giving Helping Hands.  They provide hot meals 
and bagged meals for the homeless every Saturday.  Distribution is made from a parking lot each week, so that’s 
where met Mike, the organizer, who took time to speak to the children not only about food distribution, but explained 
the cycle of homelessness.  He emphasized that some children at their school might be homeless.  He encouraged 
youth to care for these students that might be living on the street at night and going to school during the day.  He 
expressed that all families are one bad circumstance from homelessness. 

 Then the kids had fun at Time-line Arcade, browsed at the 
York Earth Day event, went to a park and hung out until going to 
McDonald’s for their well-deserved meal that broke their fast!  
Again, the kids bonded and had a great day of service.  I’m sure 
they would encourage you to help at Life Path Ministries or York 
Giving Helping Hands if you are willing to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus as they were! 

Please note we are currently planning our next big event, 
VBS, from June 
20-24.  Much help 
is needed for 
preparation and 

the days of the event.  See me, Mr. Shawn, if you will help out.  I also 
with mothers a happy Mother’s Day this month!  Until next month may 
God-bless every single one of you. 

Shawn Kanode, 
Family and Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



   

 

Meeting The New Creation Station 
Conductors! 

 
    The Apostle Paul was an incredible leader for the church. But in 
Acts, we see where he had to send out “helpers” to accomplish the vast 
needs of serving communities.  And so, it is with us!  Our church needs 
“helpers” with the education, skills, and calling to serve in our daycare 
ministry.  For them we should be grateful!  Pray for them!  They enable 
our church be a light to the community in practical ways we could 
never do without them!  So, take time to send a card or stop in and 
thank them for their service to the church and community.  Watch the 
newsletter each month as we introduce those serving in that ministry!  
Today, we introduce a couple ladies you have probably seen at Sunday worship… 

 
Miss Lin (Vega) - Our latest addition to the team is Miss Lin! 

Along with her co-teacher, she oversees our two- and three-year-old 
group! She loves doing songs and playing games with her students. 
She is a great motivator for large muscle movement and music! She 
loves teaching students about animals and art! Miss Lin, despite her 
youthful appearance, has been working with children since she was 
fifteen and has worked as a nanny since she graduated high school. 
She plans to earn a degree in this field and focus her attentions on 
being a support staff member for our classrooms! She loves 
everything about Japan and Asian cultures and in her free time she 
loves to draw and listen to music. 

 
Miss Jody (Heredia) - Many of you know her as the bringer of 

food! This phenomenal woman wears many hats! With years of 
experience working with children as well as working in food service, she 
is currently our long-term substitute for the four- and five-year-old class 
and her flexibility and versatile talents might mean you will see her in 
any of the classrooms! Miss Jody, while amazing with the students, is in 
college for a totally different field. She is in school for forensic 
accounting. She is the mother of five children ranging in age from two all 
the way up to nineteen! She and her husband Cris enjoy going on 
adventures from parks to new places they have never gone before! In her 
free time, she enjoys painting and writing poetry.  
 
 



   

 

  
LIFE AFTER COVID-19 
 
 The time since March 2020, the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, has brought many changes in 
the way we live our life. Masks, vaccines, one-way traffic in the stores, talking around plexiglass, were all 
new thoughts and patterns we had to assimilate into our lives. Our beloved church has also had new patterns 
imposed on its gatherings. In 2018 and 2019 we averaged 120-130 worshipers at Sunday worship services. 
In 2021 we dropped to 57 on average (although we have added a number to our online services) and so far in 
2022 we are back up to an average of 71. Unfortunately, with fewer worshipers comes a corresponding drop 
in tithes and offerings. However, the basic financial needs of the church have not diminished. We have 
dropped one salaried position as a cost saving measure, but salaries, utilities, basic maintenance and upkeep 
continue to be a requirement. Our people have remained steadfast, giving as they are able. We have survived 
by tapping into our savings accounts, receiving a PPP grant for COVID, and increased fundraisers. However, 
we have now depleted our savings. Our budget, put together based on the ministries desired by our 
congregation (and note that we have not cut but increased ministry to the glory of God!), but our ministry 
calls for income of about $5100 per week.  We have met that budgeted amount on three Sundays so far this 
year. If we continue at this pace, some ministries may have to be reduced or eliminated. Financially, tithes 
are the lifeblood of the church.  We have been a community minded church, working to put Christ into our 
neighborhood, but that becomes more difficult. I believe in the power of prayer, and ask each of you to pray 
for financial guidance for our church, and for God to show each of us how we can find our way to help fund 
the Bible-believing Light that New Creation is known to be. 
 
Martin Green, Finance team Chairperson 
 
 MINISTRY OPENING 
Please see Pastor Kurt or Ralph Brandt if you 
have an interest or a lead for Director of 
Family and Children’s Ministry.  We are also 
looking for volunteers for Youth group, 
Sunday school, and Children’s church.  This is 
a great and important need!  
  

 

UKRAINE CRISIS 
With our brothers and sisters in Ukraine suffering from a devastating 
war, you may wonder just what you can do here in Dover, to make a 
difference way over there. There are needs for food and clothes, 
blankets and first aid supplies. Thanks to your donations, we have 
filled our donation box in the lobby of the church TWICE, and have 
transported these donations to Mission Central in Mechanicsburg. The 
United Methodist church arranges transport for these donations to get 

right to the people who need them. Please continue to donate, the list of what is needed is taped right to the 
box. We all can make a difference, in caring for those in need. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 



   

 

 

To	NCCC	from	the	Susquehanna	Conference:	

Each	week,	we	offer	you	the	names	of	ten	Susquehanna	Conference	churches,	along	with	a	covenant	church	
from	Sierra	Leone,	to	be	remembered	in	your	prayers.	These	churches	are	listed	on	our	conference	web	site	
(susumc.org/circle-of-prayer/).	 

We	are	pleased	to	let	you	know	that	the	Connecting	Ministries	staff,	the	churches	of	the	Susquehanna	
Conference,	and	our	brothers	and	sisters	of	Sierra	Leone	will	be	praying	for	your	church	this	month.	New	
Creation	Community	Church	has	been	selected	to	receive	prayers	during	the	week	of	
Sunday,	May	15,	2022,	through	Saturday,	May	21,	2022.	I	pray	you	will	feel	supported,	encouraged,	and	
strengthened	knowing	that	over	800	congregations	are	praying	for	you.	 

And	please	continue	to	follow	the	prayer	circle	weekly.		May	you	not	only	feel	the	power	of	God’s	spirit	but	also	
the	love	of	other	Susquehanna	and	Sierra	Leone	churches,	especially	during	this	week	of	prayer	for	your	
congregation.

May 1 - 7  
Queen UMC, Claysburg 
Millerton UMC, Millerton 
Daleville UMC, Covington Township 
Christ UMC, Shippensburg 
Thompsontown UMC, Madisonburg 
Coolidge Hollow UMC, Wellsboro 
Elimsport UMC, Allenwood 
*Runville UMC, Bellefonte 
* Hope UMC, Hanga - Sierra Leone 
First UMC, West Pittston 
Bethlehem UMC, Codorus 
Greene Hills Camp & Retreat Center, Alexandria  
May 8 - 14  
Jonestown UMC, Orangeville  
West Hill UMC, Carlisle  
Howard UMC, Howard  
Shirleysburg UMC, Shirleysburg  
Prospect UMC, New Park  
Liverpool UMC, Liverpool  
Mill-Green UMC, Millville  
Clearville UMC, Clearville  
Faith UMC, Montoursville  
Shehawken UMC, Starrucca  
 

May 15 - 21  
Pine Creek Valley UMC, Gaines 
 St Pauls UMC, Red Lion 
Hope in the Valley, Cassville  
Trinity UMC, Lewistown  
First UMC, Pittston 
*New Creation Community Church, Dover 
* Bishop Bangura Memorial UMC, Motema - Sierra Leone 
Summerhill UMC, Berwick 
Trout Run UMC, Trout Run 
Snyders UMC, New Bloomfield 
Clifford UMC, Clifford 
Mount Asbury Camp & Retreat Center, Newville  
May 22 - 28  
Community Church Great Bend Church, Great Bend 
Ebenezer UMC, Middletown 
Laporte UMC, Laporte 
Christ UMC, Selinsgrove  
Fairview UMC, Altoona 
Milesburg UMC, Milesburg 
*Bethany UMC, Red Lion 
* Gomer Memorial UMC, Shenge - Sierra Leone 
Mount Calvary UMC, Harrisburg  
East Canton UMC, East Canton  
Knobsville UMC, McConnellsburg  
 



   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deadline for April Love Letter is May 22.  Please submit your information to Pastor 
Kurt @ kherzberg@susumc.org. 

 
 


